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Claims Nos.: 29-37, 39-63; 1-28, 38 (in part) 



In view of the large number and also the wording of the claims presently 
on file, it is it difficult, if not impossible, to determine the exact 
subject'matter for which protection is sought. 

The initial phase of the search revealed a very large number of documents 
relevant to the Issue of novelty for the subject matter of microarrays. 
So many documents were retrieved that it Is impossible to determine which 
parts of the claims may be said to define subject-matter for which 
protection might legitimately be sought (Article 6 PCT). For these 
reasons, a meaningful search over the whole breadth of the claims is 
impossible. 

Moreover present claims 1-63 relate to an extremely large number of 
possible'capillary bundles, print heads comprising a capillary bundle for 
printing microarrays, print systems comprising the print heads, methods 
of forming capillary bundles, methods of making or printing arrays, and 
microarrays. In fact, the claims contain so many options, variables, and 
possible permutations that a lack of clarity and/or conciseness within 
the meaning of Article 6 PCT arises to such an extent as to render a 
meaningful search of the claims impossible. 

The present therefore application fails to comply with the clarity and 
conciseness requirements of Article 6 PCT (see also Rule 6.1(a) PCT) to 
such an extent that a meaningful search is impossible. Consequently, the 
search has been carried out for those parts of the application which do 
appear to be clear and concise, namely 

I: A print system and a method for forming microarrays, which system 
comprises a print head formed from a bundle of capillaries, the 
capillaries being in fluid communication at their distal ends with a 
plurality of reservoirs , and their proximal ends being adapted for 
depositing fluids on a support surface, wherein the proximal and distal 
ends of the capillaries are coated with electrically conductive material, 
and which system also comprises a voltage source for moving fluid through 
the capillaries. 

II- The method comprises passing fluid through the capillaries by means 
of a voltage potential between the distal and the proximal ends thereof, 
thereby depositing fluids in an array on a solid support surface. 

Consequently, the search has been restricted to those parts of claims 
1-28 and 38 which relate to the subject matter referred to in (I) and 
(II) above. 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to 
Inventions in respect of which no international search report has been 
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary 
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO 
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is 
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normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has 
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the 
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any 
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase 
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried 
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VI, 8.5), 
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) declaration be 
overcome. 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims, or parts of 
claims, relating to inventions in respect of which no international 
search report has been established need not be the subject of an 
International preliminary examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant 
Is advised that the EPO policy when acting as an International 
Preliminary Examining Authority Is normally not to carry out a 
preliminary examination on matter which has not been searched. This is 
the case irrespective of whether or not the claims are amended following 
receipt of the search report or during any Chapter II procedure. 
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